
 

 

A “cheat sheet” to all the fundamental skills of writing narratives is provided here for easy 

reference. 

 

3 Steps to Writing Narratives: Plan, Write, Edit! 

 

1. Plan your plot before writing 

● You can use a story curve/numbered mind-map/bulleted points 

● The Interrogatives [who, what, when, where, why, how] are useful prompts to help you 

generate ideas 

● Try to spend only 5-7 minutes on your plan 

 

Why plan? 

a. To avoid writing out-of-point; and ensure that you address the theme or topic 

b. To ensure your story flows logically (no logical lapses) 

c. To ensure your story is well-developed (focusing on the climax, falling action, resolution 

and conclusion) 

d. To ensure you focus on language accuracies when writing the essay 

  

2. Writing your composition 

● Be sure to use accurate g.s.p (grammar, spelling, punctuation) 

● Use elegant and appropriate vocabulary (this does NOT mean using the most flamboyant 

vocabulary you know.) 

● Remember to K.I.S.S (Keep it Simple, Safe). If in doubt, shorten your sentence, 

ensuring clarity and grammatical accuracies. 

 

Remember to: 

(a) pick a perspective or Point of View [P.O.V.]. This can be in the first or third person’s 

voice. 

(b) narrate the story using the past tense. 

(c) answer the question by staying true to the theme or topic. 

 

3. Check and Edit your story for 

● g.s.p errors 

● careless gaps in the story 

● any possible upgrades in descriptions or vocabulary 



 

 



 

 

Tips to Imbuing Vivid Details 

  

This essentially means that you should “show”, not just “tell”, the story. But how do you do 

that? Here are a few quick techniques. 

 

● When a place features in your story, describe the place using the 5 senses 

● When people are featured in your story, involve characterisation of your key 

persona(s) by describing their Features, Actions, Thoughts and Emotions. [Every 

character has a FATE ] 

 

● When 2 or more characters feature in your story, do have them engage in a little 

dialogue. 

 

● When your story features an action sequence, describe the actions and reactions 

in slow-motion. Your characters would also be emotional, so remember to describe 

their feelings too! 

 

● Inject literary devices whenever possible to improve the vivid portrayal of scenes. 

These include imagery, similes, metaphors and alliteration. 

 

 

 

Preparing for the Composition Paper: 

 

Revise & Remember: 

1. Grammar Rules 

2. Vocabulary, descriptive phrases and other tips in your Word Bank Book 

3. Ideas, vocabulary and phrases from Mode Responses 

Be sure to: 

1. Get enough rest—so your mind is clear to create a wonderful story 

2. Breathe! Settle the nerves and try to enjoy your creative process 

 


